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SUBJECT: GATT PANELS ON DISC AND RELATED TAX PROBLEMS 

REF: GENEVA 5263 

MISSION HAS RECEIVED FOLLOWING LETTER, DATED 2 JULY 1976, 

PROM MR. L. J. MARIADASON, CHAIRMAN OP GATT PANELS ON DISC AND 
TAX PRACTICES OP PRANCE, BELGIUM NETHERLANDS: 

"WHEN THE PANELS ON DISC AND INCOME TAX PRACTICES IN 
PRANCE, BELGIUM AND THE NETHERLANDS MET WITH THE PARTIES 
ON 29 JUNE, I RAISED THE QUESTION OF CONFIDENTIAL TREAT- 
MENT OP DOCUMENTS WITH THE PARTIES TO ALL POUR DISPUTES. 
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MEETING THAT THE PANEL CONSIDERED THE QUESTION OF 
CONFIDENTIALITY OF PROCEEDING AS A MATTER OF SOME 
IMPORTANCE. IN THE PAST THE GENERAL RULE HAS BEEN 
THAT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PANEL ARE KEPT CONFIDEN- 
TIAL WHILE A MATTER IS UNDER CONSIDERATION. TO 
CONDUCT THE DEBATE IN PUBLIC WOULD MAKE THE PANEL'S 
JOB MUCH MORE DIFFICULT AND MIGHT MAKE IT IM- 
POSSIBLE. I ALSO RECALLED THE GENERAL PRINCIPLE 
REGARDING CONFIDENTIALITY AND STRESSED THE IMPORT- 
ANCE THAT THE PANELS ATTACH TO THIS. I URGED THE 
PARTIES TO REQUEST THE PANEL'S PERMISSION BEFORE 
DECIDING TO RELEASE PAPERS OF THIS CONFIDENTIAL 
NATURE. 

"I WOULD THEREFOR ASK YOU TO CONVEY TO YOUR ATHOR- 
ITIES MY RETIERATION THAT DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO 
THE WORK OF THE PANELS NOT BE MADE AVAILABLE TO 
THE PUBLIC. 

"I MIGHT MENTION THAT THE DOCUMENTS THAT HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN MADE AVAILABLE FROM THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 
FRANCE, BELGIUM AND THE NETHERLANDS SHOULD BE TREATED 
AS CONFIDENTIAL AS WELL." DALE 
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